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TRINITY EPISCOPAL PARISH 

MINUTES OF THE VESTRY MEETING 

December 18, 2018 

Our Mission: 

To love and serve God more faithfully, to know Christ more fully, 

To make Him better known to others through the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

The following is a recording of the business conducted during the scheduled Vestry meeting of 

December 18, 2018. 

Attendance 

Fr. Eddie Jones, Interim Rector Fr. Ken Herzog, Assistant Rector 

John Richardson, Senior Warden Larry Jones, Junior Warden 

Martha Abstein  

Margaret Alston 

Brenda Anderson 

Evelyn Fisher 

Susan Romanelli 

Roger Platte 

Steve Seibert  

Mary Topping  

Ernie Wilder 

Officers 

Larry Jones, Parish Treasurer 

Carol Dyckman, Vestry Clerk 

 

Absent 

Rob Huerbsch   

Guest 

Mary Lou Belmont – Vestry Clerk nominee 

Bob May – 2019 Vestry elect 

 

 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by John Richardson, Senior Warden, who then 

called on Fr. Eddie Jones to deliver the Devotion. 

Devotion 

Fr. Eddie began the Devotion with a prayer for guidance. He then continued, citing John 2:1-

11, narration of the wedding at Cana-in-Galilee. After a brief explanation of the historical 

circumstances of the event, Fr. Eddie concluded with John’s last observation: This deed at 

Cana-in-Galilee is the first of the signs by which Jesus revealed his glory and led his disciples 

to believe in him. [New English Bible] 
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Announcement/Introductions 

John followed with the announcement of the newly elected Vestry members whose terms 

begin in January 2019: 

 Jean Aclin 

 Sandy Goode 

 Bob May 

 Susan Romanelli 

Minutes 

Action Item: Approval of November 19, 2018, Minutes 

John continued the meeting with a request for any additions or corrections to the minutes 

of the November 19 Vestry meeting. Mary Topping moved that the minutes be approved as 

presented. The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote. 

Financial Reports – Treasurer/Finance Committee 

Action Item: Approval of November 2018 Financial Reports 

Speaking for the Finance Committee, Larry recommended approval of the following 

financial reports: 

 November 2018 Profit & Loss (P&L)  

 November 2018 YTD P&L  

 November 2018 Statement of Financial Position (SFP) v1 

Margaret Alston moved that the financial reports be approved as presented. The motion 

was seconded and passed by voice vote without discussion. 

Executive Session 

The meeting was briefly interrupted to go into a called executive session. The Clerk and guests 

were dismissed. 

Vestry Meeting Reconvened  

Action Item: Approval of 2019 Clergy Housing Resolutions  

(Reference Attachment A) 

The Vestry meeting continued with the presentation of the 2019 Clergy Housing 

Resolutions. The three resolutions included an amended version of the 2018 Resolution for 

Fr. Eddie as well as for 2019, and 2019 for Fr. Ken. (Note: The amended version was 

necessary to cover the additional time that Fr. Eddie has been at Trinity.) 

Martha Abstein moved that the resolutions be approved as presented. The motion was 

seconded and passed by voice vote without discussion.  

Vestry Reports 

Interim Rector 

There were no additions to Fr. Eddie’s December report. 

Assistant Rector 

There were no additions to Fr. Ken’s December report other than to draw attention to the 

attendance numbers – a positive upturn – and the planned January 9 meeting with parents 
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who have not been seen in church recently. No child care has been included for this event, 

but would be a positive addition. Susan Romanelli and Evelyn Fisher volunteered to provide 

child care. 

Mission Trip to Cuba 

Fr. Ken referenced the preliminary plans for the spring mission to Cuba that should include 

an exploratory trip by two or three parishioners, to include one who is bilingual and one 

skilled in carpentry, to evaluate the considered projects. There are transportation costs as 

well as other expenses, and while the Vestry has given its approval for the mission, financial 

support has not been approved.   

Roger Platte moved that the exploratory trip be approved. Fr. Ken will work up a cost 

estimate to be presented to the Vestry. The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote 

without further discussion. (Note: Larry noted that as of this time, the 2019 budget is tight.) 

Roger asked how it is known that earlier financial grants had been received in Cuba. Fr. 

Eddie explained the procedure that is followed to dispense assigned financial support. Such 

aid is cash only as the US does not have reciprocal banking arrangements with Cuba, and is 

hand-delivered by a Diocesan representative. 

Senior Warden 

There were no additions to John’s December report. 

Junior Warden 

There were no additions to Larry’s December report. 

Commission/Liaison Reports 

Christian Formation 

There is a consensus of the Vestry that Amanda Boulier is doing a fantastic job as Sunday 

School Superintendent. It was particularly noted that her presentation to the Brotherhood 

of St. Andrew was powerful and well-received. 

Communication 

There were no adds to Rob Huerbsch’s December report except to note that social media 

continues to be impressive. 

Outreach 

There were no adds to Roger’s December report. 

Parish Life 

Evelyn reported that the Family Night Trolley ride went smoothly and everyone enjoyed 

Santa Claus. Help with this event from Amanda, Jouana Murphy and Katy Hall made it all 

work. Fr. Ken recognized Evelyn’s over the top contribution to the success of this event and 

the many activities of Parish Life. 

Susan asked if going forward there should be some consideration in making the Parish Life 

coordinator a paid position – something along the lines of the Sunday School 

Superintendent. She proposed this possibility as a future consideration. 
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Parish Resources 

Currently there are 274 pledging units, 10 less than same time last year; $746,801 ($55,000 

less than one year ago). Last year we hit our goal on Feb. 9th. Larry announced that the cut 

off for meeting 2018 pledge commitments has been extended to January 15, 2019. Those 

who have not met this deadline will receive a letter from the church. 

Worship/Pastoral Care 

There were no additions to Martha’s December report. 

Youth 

There were no additions to Jouana’s December report. 

Discussion/New Business/Announcements 

Action Item: Election of Vestry Clerk 

Mary Lou Belmont was nominated to the position of Vestry Clerk beginning in January 2019. 

Larry moved that Mary Lou be elected to this position. The motion was seconded and 

passed by voice vote. 

Action Item: Election of Parish Treasurer 

Larry Jones was nominated to continue in the position of Church Treasurer. Ernie Wilder 

moved that Larry be elected to this position. The motion was seconded and passed by voice 

vote. 

Announcement: Appointment of Senior Warden 

Fr. Eddie, as is the prerogative of the church rector, appointed John Richardson the Senior 

Warden for the year 2019. 

Discussion Item: Parking Lot Update 

Larry referenced the proposed schematic that showed how the parking lot could be 

reconfigured. He noted that at this time there are still many unknowns and hurtles to be 

overcome to upgrade the parking lot. The project remains a work in process with no definite 

decisions made. 

Correspondence: Thank You 

The following thank you notes have been received and their content read into the minutes: 

 Vicky Elmore, N.E. Florida Community Action Agency for Share the Feast bags distributed 

in November.  

 John Clifton, President/Founder of Somebody Cares St. Augustine in recognition of coats 

contributed to the Coats for Kids campaign. 

(Note: Originals are filed in the church office.) 

Meeting Wrap Up 

The meeting concluded with the following items: 

 John reminded the Vestry that annual reports are due to Susan in mid-January. 

 The Vestry Fellowship for old and new Vestry members is scheduled for 6:00 January 11. 

 The Vestry Workshop is scheduled for Saturday, January 19, 9:00 to 12:00. 

 The January Vestry meeting has been moved to January 29. 
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 January 1 New Year’s Day 

 January 6 Epiphany and Breakfast Sunday 

 January 15 Wardens and Staff Meeting 

 January 17 Finance Committee Meeting 

 January 28 Endowment Board Meeting 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, John asked for a motional to adjourn. Larry moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

The business meeting concluded with a formal good bye to the Carol Dyckman, the 2018 

Vestry Clerk, and the presentation of an awesome gift basket. The meeting was adjourned 

at 7:15. 

 

Respectively submitted 

Carol B. Dyckman, Vestry Clerk 
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Attachment A: Clergy Housing Resolutions (1) 
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Attachment A: Clergy Housing Resolutions (2) 

 

CLERGY HOUSING RESOLUTION 2019 

For 

The Reverend Kenneth Herzog 

 

Whereas, Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code permits a minister of the gospel to 

exclude for gross income taxes, a church-assigned allowance paid to him as part of his 

compensation to the extent used by him for actual expenses in owning or renting a home; 

and 

 
Whereas the Reverend Kenneth Herzog is compensated by Trinity Episcopal Parish 

exclusively for services as a minister of the gospel; and 

 
Whereas Trinity Episcopal Parish does not provide Father Jones with a Rectory, 

therefore, it is hereby 

 
Resolved, that for the calendar year 2019, $2,600.00 of Father Herzog’s monthly 

compensation shall be designated as a housing allowance. 
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Attachment A: Clergy Housing Resolutions (3) 

 

 

 


